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“…[H]ow can the ignorant teach others? …And how can the impure make others pure? If anyone hates peace, how 
can he make others peaceable ? Or if anyone has soiled his hands with [wickedness], how can he cleanse the 
impurities of another? We read also that if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into the ditch [Matt. 15:14]. But first 
correct yourselves, in order that, free from blame , you may be able to correct those who are subject to you. If you 
wish to be the friends of God, gladly do the things which you know will please Him. … Keep the church and the 
clergy in all its grades entirely free from the secular power. See that the tithes [taxes] that belong to God are faithfully 
paid from all the produce of the land; let them not be sold or withheld. If anyone seizes a bishop let him be treated as 
an outlaw. If anyone seizes or robs monks, or clergymen, or nuns, or their servants, or pilgrims, or merchants, let him 
be [cursed].  
 

"You have seen for a long time the great disorder in the world caused by these crimes. It is so bad in some of your 
provinces, I am told, and you are so weak in the administration of justice, that one can hardly go along the road by 
day or night without being attacked by robbers; and whether at home or abroad one is in danger of being despoiled 
either by force or fraud. … 
 

"Although, O sons of God, you have promised more firmly than ever to keep the peace among yourselves and to 
preserve the rights of the church, there remains still an important work for you to do. … For your brethren who live in 
the east are in urgent need of your help, and you must hasten to give them the aid which has often been promised 
them. For, as the most of you have heard, the Turks and Arabs have attacked them and have conquered the territory 
of Romania as far west as the shore of the Mediterranean… They have occupied more and more of the lands of those 
Christians… They have killed and captured many, and have destroyed the churches and devastated the empire… On 
this account I, or rather the Lord, beseech you as Christ's heralds to publish this everywhere and to persuade all 
people of whatever rank, foot-soldiers and knights, poor and rich, to carry aid promptly to those Christians and to 
destroy that vile race from the lands of our friends… Christ commands it. 
 

"All who die by the way, whether by land or by sea, or in battle against the pagans, shall have immediate remission 
[i.e. forgiveness] of sins. This I grant them through the power of God with which I am invested. O what a disgrace if 
such a despised and base race, which worships demons, should conquer a people which has the faith of omnipotent 
God and is made glorious with the name of Christ! … Let those who have been accustomed unjustly to wage private 
warfare against the faithful now go against the infidels and end with victory this war which should have been begun 
long ago. Let those who for a long time, have been robbers, now become knights. Let those who have been fighting 
against their brothers and relatives now fight in a proper way against the barbarians. Let those who have been serving 
as mercenaries for small pay now obtain the eternal reward…”  
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“From the confines of Jerusalem and the city of Constantinople a horrible tale has gone forth… [A] race from the 

kingdom of the Persians, an accursed race, a race utterly alienated from God…has invaded the lands of those 

Christians and has depopulated them by the sword, pillage and fire; it has led away a part of the captives into its 

own country, and a part it has destroyed by cruel tortures; it has either entirely destroyed the churches of God or 

appropriated them for the rites of its own religion. They destroy the altars, after having defiled them with their 

uncleanness. They circumcise the Christians, and the blood of the circumcision they either spread upon the altars 

or pour into the vases of the baptismal font [i.e. holy water]. When they wish to torture people…they perforate 

their navels, and dragging forth…the intestines, bind it to a stake; then with flogging they lead the victim around 

until the viscera having gushed forth the victim falls…upon the ground. Others they bind to a post and pierce 

with arrows. Others they compel to extend their necks and then, attacking them with naked swords, attempt to cut 

through the neck with a single blow. What shall I say of the abominable rape of the women? To speak of it is 

worse than to be silent. The kingdom of the Greeks is now dismembered by them and deprived of territory so 

vast in extent that it cannot be traversed in a march of two months. On whom therefore is the labour of avenging 

these wrongs and of recovering this territory incumbent, if not upon you? You, upon whom above other nations 

God has conferred remarkable glory in arms, great courage, bodily activity, and strength to humble the hairy 

scalp of those who resist you. 

 

“…Let none of your possessions detain you, no [concern] for your family affairs, since this land which you 

inhabit, shut in on all sides by the seas and surrounded by the mountain peaks, is too narrow for your large 

population; nor does it abound in wealth; and it furnishes scarcely food enough for its cultivators. Hence it is that 

you murder one another, that you wage war, and that frequently you perish by mutual wounds. Let therefore 

hatred depart from among you, let your quarrels end, let wars cease…Enter upon the road to the Holy Sepulchre; 

wrest that land from the wicked race, and subject it to yourselves. That land which as the Scripture says "floweth 

with milk and honey," was given by God into the possession of the children of Israel. [T]he land is fruitful above 

others, like another paradise of delights…This royal city, therefore, situated at the centre of the world, is now 

held captive by His enemies, and is in subjection to those who do not know God, to the worship of the 

heathens…Accordingly undertake this journey for the remission [i.e. forgiveness] of your sins, with the 

assurance of the imperishable glory of the kingdom of heaven.”  
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“By noon our men were greatly discouraged. They were weary and at the end of their resources. There were still 
many of the enemy opposing each one of our men; the walls were very high and strong, and the great resources 
and skill that the enemy exhibited in repairing their defences seemed too great for us to overcome. But, while we 
hesitated, irresolute, and the enemy exulted in our discomfiture, the healing mercy of God inspired us and turned 
our sorrow into joy, for the Lord did not forsake us. …[A] knight on the Mount of Olives began to wave his 
shield to those who were with the Count and others, signalling them to advance. … At this signal our men began 
to take heart, and some began to batter down the wall, while others began to ascend by means of scaling ladders 
and ropes. Our archers shot burning firebrands… This shower of fire drove the defenders from the walls. Then 
the Count quickly released the long drawbridge which had protected the side of the wooden tower next to the 
wall, and it swung down from the top…making a bridge over which the men began to enter Jerusalem bravely 
and fearlessly. …[T]he amount of blood that [our men] shed on that day is incredible. All ascended after them, 
and the Saracens now began to suffer. 

“…[N]ow that our men had possession of the walls and towers, wonderful sights were to be seen. Some of our 
men (and this was more merciful) cut off the heads of their enemies; others shot them with arrows, so that they 
fell from the towers; others tortured them longer by casting them into the flames. Piles of heads, hands, and feet 
were to be seen in the streets of the city. It was necessary to pick one's way over the bodies of men and horses. 
But these were small matters compared to what happened at the Temple of Solomon, a place where religious 
services are ordinarily chanted. What happened there? If I tell the truth, it will exceed your powers of belief. So 
let it suffice to say this much, at least, that in the Temple and porch of Solomon, men rode in blood up to their 
knees and bridle reins. Indeed, it was a just and splendid judgment of God that this place should be filled with the 
blood of the unbelievers, since it had suffered so long from their blasphemies. The city was filled with corpses 
and blood. … 

“Now that the city was taken, it was well worth all our previous labours and hardships to see the devotion of the 
pilgrims at the Holy Sepulchre [a church built where Christ was believed to have been crucified]. How they 
rejoiced and exulted and sang a new song to the Lord! For their hearts offered prayers of praise to God, 
victorious and triumphant, which cannot be told in words. A new day, new joy, new and perpetual gladness, the 
consummation of our labour and devotion, drew forth from all new words and new songs. This day, I say, will be 
famous in all future ages, for it turned our labours and sorrows into joy and exultation; this day, I say, marks the 
justification of all Christianity, the humiliation of paganism, and the renewal of our faith. "This is the day which 
the Lord hath made, let us rejoice and be glad in it," for on this day the Lord revealed Himself to His people and 
blessed them.”  
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“…On the following day the work again began at the sound of the trumpet, and to such purpose that the rams, by 

continual pounding, made a hole through one part of the wall…At the noon hour on Friday, with trumpets 

sounding, amid great commotion and shouting "God help us," the Franks entered the city. When the pagans saw 

one standard planted on the wall, they were completely demoralized, and all their former boldness vanished, and 

they turned to flee through the narrow streets of the city. Those who were already in rapid flight began to flee 

more rapidly. 

 

“…A great fight took place in the court and porch of the temples, where they were unable to escape from our 

gladiators. Many fled to the roof of the Temple of Solomon, and were shot with arrows, so that they fell to the 

ground dead. In this temple almost ten thousand were killed. Indeed, if you had been there you would have seen 

our feet coloured to our ankles with the blood of the slain. But what more shall I relate? None of them were left 

alive; neither women nor children were spared. 

 

“This may seem strange to you. Our squires and poorer footmen discovered a trick of the Saracens, for they 

learned that they could find byzants [a gold coin] in the stomachs and intestines of the dead Saracens, who had 

swallowed them. Thus…they burned a great heap of dead bodies, that they might more easily get the precious 

metal from the ashes… 

 

“The carnage over, the crusaders entered the houses and took whatever they found in them. However, this was all 

done in such a sensible manner that whoever entered a house first received no injury from any one else, whether 

he was rich or poor. Even though the house was a palace, whatever he found there was his property. Thus many 

poor men became rich. 

 

“Afterward, all, clergy and laymen, went to the Sepulchre of the Lord and His glorious temple, singing the ninth 

chant. With fitting humility, they repeated prayers and made their offering at the holy places that they had long 

desired to visit….” 
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