10.1 An Overdue Memorial: Early Criticism of the Symonds Street/Wakefield Street New Zealand Wars Memorial


	Newspaper report of early criticism ‘An overdue memorial,’ Auckland Star, August 18, 1920, p. 4,
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/auckland-star/1920/08/18/4.

	

[...] The story of these wars is rich in the interest that springs from heroism, hardship, enterprise, romance, and the clash of races. The memorial was needed, not only to commemorate the sacrifice of the men who fell, but to stimulate interest in the Dominion’s history. Unfortunately, by a surprising mistake, the memorial is limited in its application to the period of 1845-66. We understand these dates were officially supplied to the Victoria League, but why it should have thought that those who fell after 1866 should not be commemorated we do not know, unless it is that this date marks the end of the Imperial troops’ share in the wars. After 1866 there were the campaigns against Titokowaru on the West Coast and the long struggle with Te Kooti, which extended from the Bay of Plenty to Hawke’s Bay, and from Poverty Bay to Taupo and Rotorua. The Te Kooti campaigns were the most remarkable of all. Not only did many gallant men fall in them, but in no other fighting did white men and friendly Maoris [sic] suffer such hardships. This memorial is to the friendly natives as well as to the white soldiers, and it was in the period 1866-1871 that these contingents did their most valuable work. We hope this injustice will at once be rectified.









	Accompanying annotation:
1. The original inscription on the Symonds Street memorial stated that the New Zealand Wars took place from 1845 to 1866. This date range may have been chosen because imperial troops withdrew in 1866 when the colonial government adopted a policy of self-reliance. This interpretation reinforces an imperialist perspective, framing the wars as part of Britain’s expansion.


2. An alternative explanation is that the Waikato War ended with land confiscations in 1865 after which the nature of the conflicts shifted, as the Second Taranaki War and the pursuits of Tītokowaru and Te Kooti were shaped by the emergence of new Māori prophetic movements. The retreat of the Kīngitanga in the Waikato may have provided an easier ending for Pākehā to claim that the wars had been won.

3. The memorial has sparked debate over how the New Zealand Wars should be remembered. Some concerns include the absence of a te reo Māori inscription and the removal of ‘and Empire’ from the text. While the memorial promoted one version of history, it became a focal point for reflecting on different perspectives.





