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My involvement in 
family income issues

• Early 1980s: work for NZ committee for children

• Royal Commission social policy 1987

• 1990 CPAG UK

• 1991 the mother of all budgets

• 1994 CPAG NZ

• 17 post budget breakfasts

• 10yrs Human Rights case

• Multiple CPAG publications, submissions, articles, 
talks, lectures etc. website
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http://www.cpag.org.nz/
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1991

Budget
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So where are we  25 years on from the mother of all budgets?



Auckland Painful images of growing 

inequality 



New Zealand's most shameful secret: 'We 
have normalised child poverty' 

• Unicef and 
charities urge 
New Zealand 
to act on child 
poverty 

Minister dismisses Guardian report highlighting issue as 

‘sensationalist’ from a paper that ‘supports Jeremy Corbyn’



Auckland City Mission- barometer of 

distress 



Christmas images
Auckland City Mission 

swamped by demand

"I knew there would be a queue but I didn't think 

there would be people sleeping here since 1am,".
Auckland City Mission swamped by demand | Stuff.co.nz

Demand high at Auckland City Mission | Stuff.co.nz

http://www.stuff.co.nz/auckland/75262550/Auckland-City-Mission-swamped-by-demand
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/64090159/demand-high-at-auckland-city-mission


Emma-Lita Bourne (2 years) died in Aug 2014

Coroner: 

Cold, damp house contributed to her death from pneumonia

Source: Professor Innes Asher, CPAG



• Caused by repeated or severe pneumonia

• In NZ is 8-9 times commoner than UK and Finland 

Bronchiectasis (scarred dilated airways) 

Normal lungs with

bronchiectasis

on bottom right

Bronchiectasis 

all areas of the lungs



Bronchiectasis sputum

One cough produces 

blob of sputum 

(pus–like phlegm)

$1 coin

Child produces a cup of sputum over one day 

http://images.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://www.meddean.luc.edu/lumen/MedEd/medicine/pulmonar/images/sputum1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.meddean.luc.edu/lumen/MedEd/medicine/pulmonar/diseases/pul6.htm&h=533&w=500&sz=34&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=af1dbace5hp0lM:&tbnh=132&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q%3Dexpectorated%2Bsputum%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
http://images.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://www.meddean.luc.edu/lumen/MedEd/medicine/pulmonar/images/sputum1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.meddean.luc.edu/lumen/MedEd/medicine/pulmonar/diseases/pul6.htm&h=533&w=500&sz=34&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=af1dbace5hp0lM:&tbnh=132&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q%3Dexpectorated%2Bsputum%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG


Bronchiectasis (scarred dilated airways) 

Child with 

bronchiectasis

May die as a teenager or young adult

or too sick to work



Third world disease rises in 1990s 
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16Source: (New Zealand Child and Youth Epidemiology Service, 2007)
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How do we measure poverty?

Should we set targets?



Proportion of children below selected thresholds (AHC):
fixed line (CV) and moving line (REL) approaches compared 

(Perry 2013)



Child hardship rates high- 150,000 
children in severe poverty



• have a meal with meat, fish or chicken every second day

• keep the home adequately warm

• replace worn-out clothes by some new ones

• have two pairs of properly fitting shoes

• replace worn-out furniture

• have access to a car / van for personal use

• avoid arrears in mortgage or rent, utility bills or HP 

instalments

• spend a small amount of money each week on oneself

• have both a computer and an internet connection

• have regular leisure activities

• have a get together with friends/family for a drink/meal at 

least monthly

• have one week’s annual holiday away from home

• ability to face unexpected expenses of NZD1500

Hardship measures…can you
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The poor used to be the old

Can we do it- yes we can!

National Superannuation 

1976





IS PRIVATE CHARITY THE ANSWER?



https://youtu.be/K1slVo3BNtM

http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/smarttalk/aud

io/201819971/smart-talk-at-the-auckland-museum-the-taste-

of-inequality

https://youtu.be/K1slVo3BNtM
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/smarttalk/audio/201819971/smart-talk-at-the-auckland-museum-the-taste-of-inequality

