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This study will continue to refine the writing program, propose the Learning Framework 
more widely, and design a sustainable academic writing program focused on encouraging 
students to reconnect with their ‘voice’. (Ethics application approved for three years).

Research Design:
As part of my CLeaR Fellowship in 2020, and with the generous support 
of a SEED grant, I designed an Academic Writing Learning Framework 
with a decolonial perspective that might be an invitation to rethink 
some university assumptions and expectations that can be reproducing 
social inequities. My strong belief in all students’ right to academic 
success, led me to design this Academic Writing Learning Framework 
from a critical reflective perspective and a sociocultural view. 

Academic writing as a language barrier  
A LEARNING FRAMEWORK 

1

Data collection included interviews, and participation in the writing work-
shops (11 participants, UG, PG, and PhDs; 10 International students, one 
Pasifika-New Zealander; 10 students in NZ, one abroad; Ages from 20s to 
50+; one participant disclosed a learning disability; 10 EAL multilingual 
students, one English native speaker).

After the first stage of the study, these are the significant themes:
  Students’ views on the nature of academic writing
  Renewed confidence on their ability to write
  Raised awareness of their voice as a writer

I experienced academic writing as a language barrier in my own doctoral 
journey and I struggled with my identity to find my own voice and over-
come this barrier. I completed my doctorate and experienced a shift in 
perspective on students’ identity and students’ voice, which also affect-
ed the way I view the development opportunities we could provide for 
academic and research writing at the University.

The sometimes easily dismissed, unquestioned struggle of some EAL 
and other diverse students with English academic writing, without the 
provision of linguistically and culturally appropriate learning opportuni-
ties, may increase inequity in higher education and reinforce the 
disadvantage of some already underserved students.  

This Learning Framework may suggest an alternative way forward for the 
scaffolding of diverse students’ academic writing, the promotion of 
learner autonomy, and the rethinking of inclusivity. 

My goals are twofold:
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Raise students’ learning needs awareness in terms of their own 
and unique academic writing journey, and 

As university students build and develop their disciplinary knowledge, 
a significant part of their university work and assessment is done 
through their academic writing.  Still, the overall expectations regard-
ing writing assignments, and even research writing, often seem to be 
elusive for students. Furthermore, for some students English academic 
writing may actually become a language barrier.  

Explore what equity and inclusion may mean for students with 
academic language development journeys ahead  

“We just found that academic 
writing was quite exclusive. It 
wasn't as inclusive as it could 
be, in terms of approaching 
writing and the way to express 
our understanding.”

“I'm brave, I am 
braver to write.  
I am not scared of  
that.”

“My habits did change and also 
when I view my lecture notes as well. 
I try and I try and see what is his 
voice. And what is he trying to say 
and what is his opinion? What does 
he particularly want rather than just 
the assignment? Yes, very, very 
useful stuff.”

“It was really, really helpful 
for me to restore my self 
confidence for writing in an-
other language like English,”

Reconnecting 
with their 

voice?

"This has enabled me to 
remember what it was 
like to write in my [own 
language], when English 
was not really part of my 

life.”


