
Support for New Zealand
Food and Beverage

Businesses
The High-Value Nutrition (HVN) Ko Ngā Kai Whai Painga National Science Challenge has been
supporting the food and beverage (F&B) industry through the provision of funding and scientific
support to increase the value of products through validation of their health benefits. Funding for
HVN will end on 30 June 2024.

There is currently no clear dedicated pathway for these types of activities in the New Zealand
publicly-funded system. To support businesses, HVN has compiled a list of public and private
agencies and support systems that may be able to support our industry partners in the future. 

This is not a comprehensive list of all agencies and funding support available in New Zealand and is
a selection of those with an F&B focus that HVN has engaged with. 

Disclaimer:
The information provided has been developed by the various agencies, HVN takes no responsibility
for the accuracy or ongoing updating of this information.

Published November 2023



It is worth noting that contestable funds are available to projects that can demonstrate
broad public good outcomes – that is direct benefit beyond the organisation hosting a
project or programme. 

We note support for private companies through the R&D Tax Incentive administered through
IRD. 

Return on Science
Momentum operated by Auckland UniServices, University of Auckland
KiwiNet

MBIE also funds the Commercialisation Partner Network (CPN) and the Pre-Seed Accelerator Fund
(PSAF), which aims to support the transfer of concepts coming from publicly-funded research out
of our CRIs and Universities and into commercially viable products. These funds are devolved to
CPN organisations like KiwiNet and Return on Science to administer for internal projects (to build
capability and Intellectual Property [IP]). Industry organisations can connect with these CPN
organisations regarding potential research partners, and in addition, Return on Science operates
investment committees which are open to providing feedback on investment cases to some
external (non-research) organisations.

The Endeavour Fund, with a focus on both research excellence and a broad range of impacts.

Te Pūnaha Hihiko: Vision Mātauranga Capability Fund invests in the development of skilled
people and organisations that plan to undertake, or are undertaking, research that supports the
themes and outcomes of our Vision Mātauranga policy. 

Expanding the impact of Vision Mātauranga, which aims to attract and grow Māori talent in the
Research, Science and Innovation sector enabling Māori to better navigate and participate in
the research system, through a range of funding schemes. 

MBIE’s purpose is to grow Aotearoa New Zealand for all. We support the science system, and fund
research and innovation both directly and through other funding agencies such as Callaghan
Innovation, Royal Society Te Apārangi and the Health Research Council of New Zealand.

We directly manage a set of contestable research funds including:

Ministry of Business Innovation and Employment (MBIE)

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/funding-information-and-opportunities/investment-funds/endeavour-fund/
https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/funding-information-and-opportunities/investment-funds/vmcf/
https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/funding-information-and-opportunities/investment-funds/expanding-the-impact-of-vision-matauranga-2023-investment-plan/
https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/funding-information-and-opportunities/r-d-tax-incentive/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/KmWRCr81GMHErp70hxfCni?domain=mbie.govt.nz/
https://www.returnonscience.co.nz/
https://www.momentum.ac.nz/
https://www.uniservices.co.nz/
https://kiwinet.org.nz/


Connect: We connect you into the breadth and depth of our innovation ecosystem.

Upskill: We give you the skills to match your ambition.

Solve: We provide world-class R&D problem solving expertise and facilities.

Fund: We give you the grants, tax incentives and other financial support you need.

Grow: We help you identify, unlock and maximise growth opportunities.

Arohia Trailblazer Grant

Product360

BeyondIP Programme

Callaghan Innovation is New Zealand's innovation agency. We work with businesses to
activateinnovation and help them grow faster for a better New Zealand. We partner with ambitious
businesses of all sizes, delivering a range of innovation and research and development (R&D)
services to suit each stage of their growth. 

We enable ambitious Kiwi innovators to accelerate growth through a range of targeted products
and services in the following areas:

Please refer to our Products on a Page for an overview of our product offering or refer to our
website for more detail on each.

Businesses may be interested in our commercialisation products:

Should you be interested in understanding how Callaghan Innovation can support your business to
grow faster through technology and innovation, please register here and one of our Customer
Navigators will be in touch to discuss your needs and link you into the support available.

Callaghan Innovation

https://www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/
https://liveshareaus1.seismic.com/i/PLUSSIGNjIhDoXmcBPLUSSIGNtKzGv1OIzMZrxObfJjJcJU2mb9oL7zOTjXEHU7PLUSSIGNaeyqEt9PLUSSIGN9V0F___3QtlArKm5ofpgFqY___cyo7b6PLUSSIGNrF7vFjxC4LbRsqhMiTXePZDA2aL1p4cEOn___FjQkMl
https://www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/
https://www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/funding/%C4%81rohia-innovation-trailblazer-grant
https://www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/learning/product360-product-commercialisation
https://www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/learning/beyond-ip
https://content.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/business-innovation-support-form


The MPI Sustainable Food and Fibre Futures (SFF Futures) supports problem-solving and
innovation in New Zealand's food and fibre sector by co-investing in initiatives that make a positive
and lasting difference. It funds a range of projects from less than $100,000 to multi-million-dollar,
multi-year programmes.

The scope of the SFF Futures Fund is broad and is not limited to any particular part of the food and
fibre sector. Proposals may cover one or more parts of the value chain – new products, technology
and services, and new ways of operating, producing, marketing, handling and distributing.

You can find more information about the fund, the projects we have funded and how to apply for
SFF Futures funding on our website.

Members are also welcome to download our guidelines for more information.

The New Zealand Food Safety side of MPI can provide ongoing technical advice to food businesses
regarding the regulations for the composition of foods and supplemented foods, as well as
planning to meet the Nutrition and Health Claims Standard. We don’t have a large resource at
present, but we hope to build on this in the future, as we have an objective to assist in adding value
to foods through the use of science to support proven claims.

Regarding claims specifically, there are some web pages here that contain useful guidance as a
starting point.

There is also have a dedicated email for queries of this nature health.claims@mpi.govt.nz, so you
can directly access us rather than going through the main MPI contact centre. 

Our MPI Market Access teams are here to help clarify export requirements for specific offshore
markets, as are our Exporter Regulatory Advice Service (ERAS).

Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI)

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/funding-rural-support/sustainable-food-fibre-futures/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/32656-Sustainable-Food-and-Fibre-Futures-Guidelines-for-Applicants
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/food-business/labelling-composition-food-drinks/health-and-nutrition-content-claims-for-food-and-drink/introduction-to-health-and-nutrition-content-claims/
mailto:health.claims@mpi.govt.nz
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/export/exporting-from-nz-how-it-works/get-help-with-exporting/


Offer access to expertise, funding

Connect people through events and learning experiences

Develop channels, content and solutions to build capability in specific areas

NZTE is New Zealand’s international business development agency. Our job is to support New
Zealand exporters in order to grow a productive, sustainable and inclusive economy. We work with
all kinds of innovative businesses, including food producers, Māori land trusts and iwi, tech
startups, service providers and manufacturers.

We have more than 750 employees and hundreds of private sector advisors around the world who
use their knowledge and connections to add value to ambitious New Zealand businesses who want
to go global, for the good of New Zealand.

To support New Zealand exporters’ challenges and needs, we:

We understand the dynamics of international markets and build influential networks within them.
It's our role to use this know-how and know-who to help exporters establish themselves in markets
and to grow their businesses.

We also lead activity that supports the growth of businesses through investment, and the
attraction of investment into New Zealand. We tailor our support to our customers' changing
needs, offering light-touch guidance to those at the beginning of their export journey and engaging
more intensively with those who are further along.

The NZTE website and a free online portal for New Zealand exporters both have curated, in-depth
information and guidance for New Zealand exporters.

New Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE)

New Zealand Food Innovation Network

The FoodBowl, Auckland
Food Waikato, Hamilton
The FoodPilot, Massey University, Palmerston North
FoodSouth, Lincoln
Food South Otago, Otago University, Dunedin
A satellite office is located at the Hawke's Bay Business Hub, providing business development
assistance

New Zealand Food Innovation Network website
Email: info@foodinnovationnetwork.co.nz

The New Zealand Food Innovation Network provides open-access facilities and advice to help
businesses of all sizes develop, test and commercialise new products, and trial new equipment.

There are five facilities:

The New Zealand Food Innovation Network website has detailed information on the services
provided by the facilities, including case studies of completed projects.

mailto:info@foodinnovationnetwork.co.nz
https://www.nzte.govt.nz/
https://my.nzte.govt.nz/onboarding
https://foodinnovationnetwork.co.nz/


https://www.spruson.com/
https://www.spruson.com/
mailto:peter.brown@spruson.com
mailto:michelle@smartreg.nz
https://www.smartreg.nz/



