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Writing 

   is a    technology  

   that restructures    
thought


Ong, 1986
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I am a rock 

I am an island



A metaphor is “an ontological mapping across conceptual 
domains, from the source domain… to the target domain” 

 
Lakoff, 1992 

Source domain

Mapping

Target domain

Unemotional

Hard
Strong 

“I am a rock”
Rock  I



writingmathematics

Familiar 
disciplinary 

practice 

Desired writing 
outcome 

Source domain Target domain

Mapping

Can you find a 
mathematical 
metaphor for 

writing?
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The drafting 
process

Aim for a bad first draft
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Modelling

Perfection is irrelevant

A bad 1st draft is a 
productive way in

The drafting 
process

Aim for a bad first draft
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The crafting 
process

Use writing as an analytic tool
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Problem solving

Being stuck is natural

Get unstuck by seeing 
things differently

The crafting 
process

Use writing as an analytic tool
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Addressing 
an audience

Seek readerly experiences of your writing
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Seek peer critiques

Proving  Addressing 
an audience

Seek readerly experiences of your writing
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Gallian, 2012, p. 215 
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Principles for using discipline-based metaphors to teach academic writing


1. Contextualisation principle
•  Establish students’ disciplinary familiarity, especially at undergraduate level
•  Anticipate metaphors may not be one-way: they may enhance students’ familiarity with 

source domain

2. Necessity principle
•  Provide early, significant experiences of struggle to create the need for the desired writing 

outcome
•  Restructure assessment to provide extrinsic motivation for working on writing

3. Consolidation principle
•  Provide immediate, clear ways for students to practice the desired writing outcome
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